
 

FAMILY DEVOTION 
OVERVIEW 

We believe that it is God’s plan that parents be the primary disciple makers in their home (Deuteronomy 
6:4-9). So, we want to come along side you in prayer and provide resources to help you be the disciple 
maker in your home that God has called you to be. You can do this, because God will do it through you! 
 
These devotions are designed in such a way to first help you understand and apply the Bible passage for 
yourself, then you can best help your kids understand and apply the passage to their lives no matter 
what age they are. We will focus on one Bible passage per week. After you prepare yourself, you can 
choose how your Family Devotion will best fit into the regular rhythm of your home. You could do one-
day and be done; you could extend the devotion over a couple of days letting your children first tackle 
the passage on their own and then talk about its application the next day; or you could study the 
passage and apply it at the beginning of the week then follow up as the week goes on to see how your 
children might be applying the truth to their lives. You know best the rhythm of your home, just make 
sure Family Devotions become part of your regular rhythm! 
 
Each week we will follow a consistent PATH for Family Devotion. 
1.) P – Pray 
2.) A – Analyze and Apply the Scripture for yourself 
3.) T – Teach the passage to your children 
4.) H – Help your children to personally apply what they have learned to their lives 
 
Each week we will post two videos to help you along your disciple making path. The first video will 
demonstrate personal Bible study of the passage. The second video is from our ministry partners at 
Orange Curriculum. This video has a funny skit and an entertaining re-telling of the Bible passage 
specifically geared for kids Pre-K through Middle School, but older kids will probably enjoy it as well. 
Both videos are 10-15 minutes in length. 
 
So that’s our PATH, let’s get started! 

Going to God in prayer before you start any devotion is so very critical! 
1.) Pray a prayer of humble repentance. Ask Jesus to forgive you of your sins (be specific!) and prepare 
you to be the disciple maker He has saved you to be. 
2.) Pray for each child by name. Ask the Holy Spirit to grow each child’s faith in specific ways and as He 
sees fit. You know where your child may be struggling, pray for that area in his or her life specifically. If 
your child has not surrendered their life to Jesus yet, pray for God to save them according to His will and 
timing. 
3.) Pray for God to open your eyes so that you may behold the wonderful things out of His Word (Psalm 
119:18). 
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Study the Bible Passage for Yourself 
We have developed a short acronym to help guide your personal Bible study – CAMP. 
 
1.) C – Comprehend the passage. Before you read the passage in detail, scan over it and take note of 
its context in order to comprehend it better. Answer the who, what, when, where, and the why of the 
passage the best you can:  

• Who is speaking?  
• What’s going on in the passage and what’s going on just before and after the passage as well?  
• When is the passage written – Old Testament/New Testament, Before the Cross/After the Cross, 

etc.?  
• Where does the story take place?  
• Why do these events happen, i.e. what leads up to them? 

 
After you note the context, read the passage all the way through several times. We recommend reading 
a modern English, literal translation. In our videos we will use the New American Standard Bible (NASB). 
You may also want to read the passage from several other translations just to “hear it” another way. 
After you’ve read the passage at least three times, you are ready to go on to the next step. 
 
2.) A – Analyze the passage. As you read the passage slowly, underline the words you need to define, 
circle any repetitive phrases, and box in key concepts and commands in the text. Be sure to look for: 

• Commands to obey 
• Promises to claim 
• Truths to behold 
• Examples to follow or avoid 

Lastly, many Bibles have footnotes that cross reference key concepts within your passage to other 
passages in the Bible. It is worth the time to read these cross-references so that you see how this 
passage fits within the Bible as a whole.  
 
3.) M – What’s the Main Point? In one or two short sentences, summarize the Main Point of the 
passage. Pray and ask God to help you see the plainest meaning of the passage. Let God’s Word speak 
and avoid coming to preconceived conclusions. Remember that Scripture interprets Scripture. If your 
Main Point seems to be at odds with the plain teaching of another Scripture or if your Main Point is 
disconnected from the gospel of Jesus and the redemptive message of the Bible, you have most likely 
missed the point. 
 
4.) P – Put it into Practice. In this final and very important step you are asking yourself, “What does this 
mean FOR ME?” Too many people stop their Bible study before they specifically apply the Main Point to 
their own particular situation. To do so shortchanges the real power of God’s Word. You will not grow if 
you do not apply what you know.  

• Is there a command to obey that you have been ignoring? What are the next two practical steps 
you can do to align your life with God’s command?  

• Did you uncover a truth you’ve not known or understood before? How does this new 
understanding specifically affect your life, priorities, and decisions that you have to make 
tomorrow?  
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• Is there a promise that you have been reminded of? How will you apply that promise to the 
things you are facing this week?  

It is important to learn how to apply God’s Word to your life, so that you will be able to teach your kids 
how to practically apply the Bible to their life. Remember, life with Jesus is not about behavior 
modification; rather it is about personal transformation by the Holy Spirt through the application of the 
Scriptures. 

Watch the Personal Bible Study Video of the Passage 
After you have completed your own study of the passage or if you seem to have come upon a roadblock 
in your study, we have provided a brief video demonstrating the CAMP method of studying this week’s 
passage. The video is posted within our Family Devotion Support Group on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/dutchcove) and it is archived on our YouTube channel as well. 
 
Now that you are prepared to lead your family in devotion, let’s take the next step along the Family 
Devotion PATH. 

Read the Family Devotion Passage as a Family 
Turn off all distractions. Sit where everyone can see each other. Everyone who can read should have a 
copy of the passage. Read the passage together. You may choose to let everyone have a turn reading or 
ask your stronger readers to read out loud while everyone else follows along. The important thing is that 
you don’t rush. Faith comes from hearing the Word of Christ (Romans 10:17). 

Explain and Discuss the Passage 
It is important that you create an environment where questions are welcomed, and discussion is valued. 
Ask if there were any words, phrases, or concepts they did not understand. From your own study you can 
anticipate most of these questions. Show them how you discovered your answers. Don’t worry if your 
child asks you something you don’t have the answer for. It’s ok to say, “I don’t know. We will have to 
come back to that later after I’ve given it more thought.” Just don’t forget to follow up if it’s legitimate. 
Then summarize the Main Point of the passage. 

Summarize the Main Point of the Passage Together 
Now summarize the Main Point of the passage together. Let your children try to put the Main Point in 
their own terms, that way they will retain it better and you will have a better idea if they actually 
understand what the passage is teaching.  

Watch the Orange Curriculum Video 
After you have taught the passage to your children, you may choose to immediately watch the 
supplemental teaching video from our partners at Orange Curriculum, you may choose to use the video 
later in the week to reinforce what you have learned, or you may decide not to use it at all. Remember, 
this video is supplemental to your teaching from what you learned in your personal Bible study of the 
passage. The video is not designed to take the place of your teaching. The link to the teaching video will 
be included here. 
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You’re almost at the end of the Family Devotion PATH, but this last step is critical. Help each child 
discover how he or she can personally apply the Main Point to his or her life. In order to help you talk 
over what you’ve learned and how to apply it, we will provide several open-ended discussion questions 
to help you lead your children to discover how the Main Point applies to them. You should share with 
your family how you are specifically applying the truth to your life.  
 
Remember, life with Jesus is not about behavior modification; rather it is about personal transformation 
by the Holy Spirt through the application of the Scriptures. To foster transformation, we recommend you 
develop a loving and encouraging accountability system within your family so that there is real life follow 
through on what we say we are going to do to apply the passage. This could simply be a conversation 
around the dinner table or during your bedtime prayer routine. 
 
 

 
WE ARE PRAYING FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY!  

YOU CAN DO THIS; GOD WILL DO IT THROUGH YOU! 
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